25 January 1847- — IOVict. 



bill 

To render valid certain Proceedings for the 
Relief of Distress in Ireland, by Employment 
of the Labouring Poor. 


[Note, — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 


Preamble : 

9 & 10 Viet., 
c. 107. 


And whereas, by reason of the increase of distress in Ireland, it 
became necessary to provide further means of employing the labour- 
ing poor, and thereupon the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on the Fifth 
day of October last, announced that he would sanction Presentments 
i o that should be made at any sessions held under the said Act, for 
works of a reproductive character and permanent utility, subject to 
certain regulations, in the same manner as if they had been strictly 
public works, and presented as such in the manner required by the 
said Act : 

15 And whereas extraordinary presentment sessions have been called 
and held under the provisions of the said Act, and the Justices and 
cess-payers constituting sucli sessions have made Presentments for 
various works of a public nature, and also for various works of a re- 
productive character and permanent utility : 

9 * a And 


\ $ QBE <fc an Act was passed in the last Session of Par- 
liament, intituled, “ An Act to facilitate the Employment of 
the Labouring Poor for a limited Period in the Distressed Districts in 
Ireland/ 5 authorizing Presentments for the execution of Public Works 
in Ireland : 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


( 2 ) 


And whereas in certain cases the Justices and cess-payers, by reason 
of such announcement, apportioned on the several electoral divisions 
or parts of electoral divisions of Poor Law Unions in the barony, 
half-barony, county of a city, or cotintv of a town, for which such 
sessions were held, the sum to be assessed on such barony, half- 5 
barony, county of a city, or county of a town respectively, and 
presented for works to be executed in such respective electoral 
divisions, or parts thereof : 

And whereas, for the immediate employment of the Labouring 
Poor, it became necessary that the execution of the works so pre- 10 
sented as aforesaid should be commenced forthwith after the making 
of such Presentments, the same having been approved by the Lord 
Lieutenant, although in certain cases such Presentments, or the pro- 
ceedings taking previous or subsequent to the making thereof, were 
not in strict conformity with the provisions of the said Act, or the i5 
said announcement : 

And whereas it is necessary, and expedient that all Present- 
ments made at any such sessions, before the passing of this Act, 
which have been approved of, or shall be approved of, as hereinafter 
mentioned, and the advances which have been made or shall be made 20 
thereon, and the several proceedings had and taken, or which shall 
he had and taken thereunder, should be ratified and confirmed, and 
made as valid and effectual as if the same had been made, done and 
carried on pursuant to the provisions of the said recited Act, and that 
the sums of money therein presented for should be raised, levied and 2 5 
paid in manner hereinafter mentioned ; 

%'Z it (htactrt), by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
x Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 

Certain the Authority of the same, THAT all Presentments which have been 3° 

Presentments . , , 

declared made at any presentment sessions in Ireland, called and held under the 
provisions of the said recited Act, at any time before the passing of 
this Act, and which have been or shall be approved by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland and by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, and all works consequent upon such Presentments, the 35 
execution of which has been or shall be commenced or carried on by 
or under the direction of the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, and all advances of public money for the execution of the 
said works which shall have been or shall be made, and all things 
done or to be done in execution of such Presentments, shall be ratified 4° 
and confirmed, and be as valid and effectual as if the same had been 
presented and approved, and such advances had been made strictly 
in accordance with the provisions of the said recited Act; and the 

said 
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said Commissioners of Public Works shall be authorized to begin, 
execute and complete the works so presented for and approved, in 
the same manner as if the execution thereof had been or were duly 
authorized by the said recited Act. 


5 AND whereas divers persons representing themselves to be Certain 
proprietors of land within the terms of an Act passed in the sixth dm^ed on 
year of the reign of Her Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to promote G 

the Drainage of Lands and Improvement of Navigation and Water Viet., c. 89. 
Power in connexion with such Drainage in Ireland," and divers other 
10 persons representing themselves to be the agents of and acting for 
and on behalt of such proprietors, have at such sessions applied for 
and obtained Presentments for works of drainage or subsoiling of 
Lands, and have given undertakings agreeing that so much of the 
monies for which such Presentments were made, as should by an 
award to be made by the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, 
or any Two of them, appear to have been expended upon the lands 
specified in the said undertakings respectively, with interest thereon 
at the rate of Three Pounds Ten Shillings per centum per annum, 
should be a charge on the said lands exclusively, and should and 
20 might be levied out of the same exclusively, which undertakings have 
in many cases been accepted and acted upon by the said Commis- 
sioners of Public Works; BE it therefore Enacted, That all under- 
takings which have been or shall be so accepted and acted upon, and 
all Presentments for works mentioned and referred to in such under- 
takings respectively, made at any sessions called and held before the 
passing of this Act under the provisions of the said recited Act, in 
whatever form or at whatever time or times such undertakings 
respectively may have been or shall he so given or accepted and 
acted upon, and in whatever form or at whatever time or times such 
30 Presentments respectively may have been made, shall be ratified and 
confirmed to all intents and purposes ; and such undertakings respec- 
tively shall be and become and shall be taken to have been valid and 
binding upon the person or persons respectively giving the same, 
and upon the lands therein respectively specified, and the money 
35 mentioned in any such undertaking, or so much thereof as by an 
award to be made by the said Commissioners of Public Works, or 
any Two of them, and which said award the said last-mentioned Com- 
missioners, or any Two of them, are hereby authorized and required 
to make, shall appear to have been expended upon any of the lands 
40 specified in any such undertaking, shall be a charge on the lands 
specified in such undertaking and award, and the money mentioned 
in any such award, with interest thereon at the rate of Three 
Pounds Ten Shillings per centum per annum shall be charged 
upon, raised and levied from and out of the lands so specified in such- 
g, a 2 award, 
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award, and shall be payable at the time or times appointed in such 
award by the person or persons who, under the provisions of the said 
Act passed in the sixth year of the reign of Her Majesty, and of 
the several Acts amending the same, would be liable for the repay- 
ment of the same, provided the same had been expended and charged 5 
on the said lands for works of drainage executed under the pro- 
visions of the said last-mentioned Acts, and shall be raised, levied 
and recovered by such persons as the Commissioners of the Treasury 
shall from time to time appoint, in the same manner and by the like 
remedies, and with the like powers and authorities, and subject to the io 
like provisions as by the said last-mentioned Acts is provided for the 
recovery of money for works of drainage in so far as the same may 
be applicable to the purposes of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That every occupier of land who, not being a 
proprietor thereof within the terms of the said Act passed in the sixth 15 
year of the reign of Her Majesty, shall pay any sum of money for the 
land in his occupation, charged thereupon under and and by virtue of 
such award under this Act, shall and is hereby authorized to deduct 
from and out of his rent the amount of the sum of money which he 
shall so pay as aforesaid ; and the next immediate landlord of such 20 
occupier, if not himself such proprietor of such land, shall and he is 
hereby authorized to make the like deduction from the rent payable 
by him, and so on each sub-lessee and sub-lessor of such land, not 
being such proprietor, being entitled to deduct the sum so charged 
upon such land under or by virtue of such award from and out of the 25 
rent payable to his next immediate landlord, until such deduction 
shall be made from the rent payable to a person being the proprietor, 
within the terms of the said Act passed in the sixth year of the reign 
of Her Majesty, who shall not be entitled to make any such deduction 
from the rent (if any), payable by him ; and every such occupier, 30 
sub-lessee or sub-lessor, as the case may be, paying any such sum of 
money, shall be acquitted and discharged of the sum so paid by 
him as fully and effectually as if the same had been actually paid to 
his landlord (except where there shall be any lease or agreement 
to the contrary made after the passing of this Act) ; but nothing 35 
herein contained shall extend or be construed to enable any such 
occupier, sub-lessee or sub-lessor to deduct from his rent any costs or 
expenses incurred by the non-payment of the monies charged and to 
be levied under and by virtue of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That in case any land which shall be drained or 40 
sub-soiled as aforesaid, shall, at the time of making any award under 
this Act, be in the occupation of any person who shall not be the 
proprietor thereof within the terms of the said Act passed in the sixth 
year of the reign of Her Majesty, then and in every such case the 

said 
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said Commissioners of Public Works shall determine the amount of 
increased rent, if any, which the occupier of such lands ought to pay 
by reason of the draining and subsoiling thereof, and shall signify 
their determination by indorsement in writing on the lease or other 
5 instrument by which such lands may be held, or if there shall be no 
such lease or other instrument, then by a separate instrument under 
their hands and seals, or under the hands and seals of any Two of 
them ; and the occupier of such lands shall pay to his next im- 
mediate landlord the said increased rent, and the immediate land- 
10 lord of such occupier, if not himself such proprietor as last aforesaid, 
shall pay the said increased rent to his immediate landlord, and 
so successively each sub-lessor and sub-lessee of such land, not being 
such proprietor as last aforesaid, shall pay the same to his immediate 
landlord, until such payment shall be made .to the proprietor of 
15 such lands within the terms of the said Act passed in the sixth 
year of the reign of Her Majesty, and the said increased rent 
shall be due and payable at the same times as the rent originally 
reserved would be due and payable between the respective parties 
and the landlord of such occupier, and every intermediate landlord 
20 shall have the same remedies for the recovery of such increased rent 
as he or they might have or were entitled to have for the rent originally 
reserved. 

AND whereas, at certain of such sessions held after the said Fifth 
day of October, Presentments were by reason of the said announce- 
25 ment made for works other than those of drainage and subsoiling, but 
the proceedings at such sessions were, in many cases, not taken in 
strict conformity with the provisions of the said first-recited Act, nor 
with the regulations contained in the said announcement, and it is 
necessary to define whether the cost of works executed or to be 
2o executed iu pursuance thereof should be charged upon the barony, 
half-barony, county of the city or county of the town for which such 
sessions were held, or upon any and what electoral divisions or parts 
thereof contained within the limits of such barony, half-barony, 
county of a city or county of a town respectively ; BE it therefore 
35 Enacted, That any sum of money mentioned in any Presentment 
made at any such sessions held after the said Fifth day of October 
last, and before the passing of this Act, or so much thereof as 
has been or shall be expended in or about the works executed or 
to be executed under such Presentments, shall be charged upon 
40 the barcny, half-barony, county of a city or county of a town for 
which such sessions were held, or upon the electoral division or 
part thereof situate within such barony, half-barony, county of a 
city or county of a town respectively, witbin which such work shall 
have been or shall be executed as shall be determined by the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works by an instrument under the hands and seals of 
9." A3 any 
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And be it Enacted, That if in such last-mentioned instrument, 
approved as aforesaid, the said last-mentioned Commissioners shall 
determine that any such sum of money therein mentioned shall he 5 
charged upon any such barony, half- barony, county of a city or county 
of a town, then the amount thereof, with interest, at the rate of 
Three Pounds and Ten Shillmgs per centum per annum, shall be 
charged upon such barony, half barony, county of a city or county of 
a town, or shall be applotted, raised, levied, recovered, paid and 10 
applied in the like manner, and by the same remedies, and with the 
like powers and authorities, and subject to the like provisions as by 
the said first-recited Act is provided with respect to any monies 
charged and recoverable by and under that Act. 

And be it Enacted, That if in such last-mentioned instrument, 15 
so approved as aforesaid, the said last-mentioned Commissioners 
shall determine that any such sum of money therein mentioned shall 
be charged upon any electoral division or part thereof as aforesaid, 
then the amount thereof, with such interest as last aforesaid, shall be 
charged exclusively upon the said electoral division, or such part 20 
thereof as aforesaid, and shall be applotted, raised, levied and 
recovered from, and shall be payable by, the occupiers and other 
persons rateable and rated for the relief of the poor in respect of lands 
and hereditaments within such electoral division, or such part thereof 
as aforesaid, and shall be applotted, raised, levied, recovered, paid 25 
and applied in the like manner, and by the same remedies, and with 
the like powers and authorities, and subject to the like provisions, as is 
by the said first-recited Act provided with respect to any sum of 
money presented under that Act to be raised and levied off any 
barony, half-barony, county of a city or county of a town ; and all 30 
proceedings with respect to such presentments shall be deemed to be 
as valid as if such electoral divisions, or such parts thereof as afore- 
said respectively, were baronies or half-baronies, or counties of cities 
or counties of towns; and all the provisions of that Act, with 
reference to any sum of money presented to be raised off any barony, 35 
half-barony, county of a city or county of a town, shall be in force 
and be applicable, as far as the case will admit, to the money to be 
raised and levied off such several electoral divisions or parts thereof 
respectively. 

And be it Enacted, That the said first-recited Act and this Act 40 
shall be construed together as one Act. • 


And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed 
by any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



